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HE CROSSOVER'S DIMENSIONS MAKE
THE MOST OF THE COMPACT 4900MM
NG LENGTH WITHOUT

e

t you've ever contemplated cashing

out of the basic camper trailer s

in search of greater creature

the Vista BV Crossover could just be
your ticket to adventure. Combining the
compact footprint of an off road camper
trailer with the comforts of a caravan, the
Crossover makes a compelling argument as
a comiortable tourer without sacrificing off
road potential.

Canvas walls are replaced by composite
panels, fibreglass or sheet metal compo-
nents: the interior gains caravan-like living
areas and storage, and the setup is lim
to a pop-top roof. Perfect!

The Vista RV Crossover was designed by
the late Alan Mawson, who contributed to
the design of the Tvan and MC2 suspension
for Track Trailer. After leaving Track, Alan
worked for Roadstar, before collaborating
with Louie Cretella of Prompt Sheet Metals,
on the Crossover project. Given that line of
pedigree, you would expect something spe-
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cial and the Crossover delivers in spades!
Looking like a Storm Trooper from the
front, the Crossover features dual level

black stone guards flanked by white fibre-

glass panels. A nose cone with sculpted

lid provides an aerodynamic leading edge
1e rounded body to slip though the air.
Down below, the spare wheel is located on
] bar behind a lockable generator

: h rotates to allow access. A
sheathed black stone bra clips into place

g lower stone protection.

\e Crossover's dimensions make the
most of the compact 4900mm travelling
length, without compromising aerodynarmm-
s Width is the same as a large 4WD
contributing to manceuvrability in tight situ-
ations, and weight is a svelte 1100kg with a
400kg a good result for a robust
off road camper with hard walls and roof.
Contributing to pact length,

=d converts to
ing at least a
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meter of travelling length. The table folds
down quickly via a single-handed lever
and a cushion drops down to form a full
queen-size bed.

While the requirement to fold up the
bed each day may detract some buyers, in
practice it proves to be a simple job that
literally only takes a minute. A fitted bottom
sheet can remain on the cushion when
folded, and simply flipped forward for
sleeping duties.

An esternal kitchen is accessed from the
passenger side of the van, sliding from the
front locker. It features a dual bumer gas
stove, electric water pump, cutlery drawer
and storage space. While the bench space
is quite roomy, access to crockery and
saucepans is through a small, uncovered
opening in the slide-out. A drawer would
be a much better option, providing easy ac-
cess without bending over, and preventing
items moving in transit and getting jammed
behind the kitchen.
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» CROSSOVER AT A GLANCE

Model: Crossover

Cost: $49,900

Hard/Soft Floor: Hard

Dimensions 4900Lx1900Wx2080H
Tare Weight 1100kg

GVM/ ATM 1500kg

Tow ball Download 120kg

Material: Body side panels - fibreglass covered com-

posite ply; rear section powder coated sheet steel.
Coupling: DO35 drop on coupling with park brake
Axle/Hubs: Parallel shafts / Drum

Suspension: Hybrid-unegual length longitudinal
control arms with Koni shock absarbers.

Chassis: lig assembled hot dip galvanized tubular
Wheels: 16x8 white six stud

Tyres 265-70 R16 Cooper 5T

Brakes: Electric, modified off road type

Tent Construction: NIL

Interior Bccessories: Wardrobe, cabinets, storage net-
ting, LED lighting, queen size bed, four seater dinette/
lotinge, CD/Radio stereo with dual speakers and Mp3
input, fridge, kitchen bench, sink and tap (electric
pump), vegeie storage, under seat storage, 240v outlet,
electronics control centre, and four internal outlets.
Exterior Accessories: Slide-out Stainless Steel Kitchen
with 2 Burner Gas Stove, sink and tap (electric pump),
cold plumbed shower to en suite, lockable generator
pbox, four storage lockers, two 12v outlets, Triangular
sail awning, two rear recovery points, shielded 70 litre
water tank, manual water pump, two 4.5kg gas bottles,
four jerry canholders.

Electrical: 1004h Gel deep cycle battery, charging
circuit and Andersons plug to tow vehicle, 3-stage
smart charger.

Optional Extras: Solar panel with regulator, 160Ah Gel
battery upgrade, full annex and ensuite.




» OWNER'S OPINION

Robert and Pat recently traded their Tvan lifestyle to
get into the Crossover. Here is what they had to say
about their latest investment.

Q: How long have you owned yoLr Crossover?
A+ We took delivery of our Vista RV Crossover camper trailer
in Novermper 2008.

©: What model did you purchase and what accessories
have you had fitted?

A: We optioned our Crossover with a solar panel, 160Ah gel
battery upgrade; full annexe, enstite, Honda 10 generator;
Coleman Hot Water on Dernand gas unit and a Porta Pott.

©: What vehicie do you nommally tow it with and what
modifications have you done?

A: Toyota Land Cruiser 200 Sahara TDV8 optioned with an
off road towing kit, power point in rear |Liggage compart:
ment, and an Anderson plug. [

Q: Where have you taken it?

A: Flinders Ranges, Lake Mungo, Broken Hill - wWhite Cliffs,
Eyre Peninsula, Gawler Ranges and the Victorian Big
Desert region.
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©: What made you choose this trailer over the oth-
ers available?

A N0 canvas, easy set up, comfortable living space,
high quality construction and finish, durability, and
the same footprint and height as the towing vehicle.

©: Have you had any problems with the trailer?
A: Only normal wear and tear such as stone chips
and branch scratches.

Q: Are there any ways you think the trailer could be
improved?

A: We suggested the internal power point be white
and not brown - 50 you can see it in poor light!

Q: Is there anything you don't llke about the
trailer?
A: Nothing to date.

0: Would you recommend this trailer to someone
else? Why, why not?

A- | would recommend it to anyone looking for a
high quality genuine off-roader that is built to tour

» CONTACTS

Vista RV is located at 4/23 Jersey Road
Bayswater Vic 3153 and can be contacted on
(03) 9729 1234. For more information check
out www.vistarv.com.au or email Louie on
louie@promptsheetmetal.com.au.




